RICHELIEU
programme which, during the whole of his ministry,
Richelieu studied and brought to perfection. The Mor-
bihan Company, the Nacelle de Saint-Pierre Fleurdelysee,
the Gent Associes, the lies d'Amerique, the companies of
Africa and the Indies, supported in their local task by
great numbers of missionaries, were not only commercial
organisations but vast colonial enterprises bringing their
efforts to bear upon every country in the world. There
also we must note the peaceful and civilising character of
all these institutions over which Richelieu presided. He
had conceived the plan of an immense colonial domain,
and as a result the French flag flew in Canada, in the
Antilles, in Senegal, in Madagascar. But nowhere was its
success due to brutality, tyranny, exaction or persecution;
harmony, humanity, sincerity of religious thought, confi-
dence inspired in the natives by the loyalty of the colonisers,
were the principles that Richelieu strove to apply.
Minister for the Colonies and for Foreign Trade, the
Cardinal, in opening up new sources of wealth for France,
certainly did not forget, for he was also Minister of Finance,
that the public treasury was in perpetual difficulty, that
poverty was rampant amongst the humble people in town
and in country. When he assumed power, he found little
money in the coffers. Marie de Medici, by her wasteful
extravagance, the expedition of Valtellina, and the struggle
against the Huguenots, the levying of men, the provision
of equipment, and the excessive cost of the siege, had
succeeded in exhausting reserves which already were very
scanty. The deficit was considerable, and continually in-
creasing. He could not rely upon taxes to make it good,
seeing that, owing to the system of contracts, the State
received only about a third or a fourth of these. Through-
out his life Richelieu dreamed of a reformed fiscal policy,
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